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1. USUN RECEIVED 23 JULY COPY OF NOTE VERB ALE FROM THE PERMREPS 
OF CHAD, MALI, MAURITANIA, NIGER, SENEGAL, UPPER VOLTA ADDRESSED 
TO THEY SYG AND REQUESTING THE INCLUSION IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
OF THE 28TH GA AN ITEM ON AID TO SUDANO-SAHELIAND POPULA- 
TIONS THREATENED WITH FAMINE. AN EXPLANATORY MEMO IS ATTACHED 
TO THE NOTE, WHICH WAS ISSUED AS DOCUMENT A/9092. TEXT FOLLOWS: 

"THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES OF CHAD, MALI, MAURITANIA, 

THE NIGER, SENEGAL AND THE UPPER VOLTA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
PRESENT THEIR COMPLIMENTS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND HAVE THE HONOUR TO REQUEST THE INCLUSION 
OF THE FOLLOWING ITEM IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE TWENTY-EIGHT 
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

"AID TO THE SUDANO-SAHELIAN POPULATIONS THREATENED WITH FAMINE". 
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AND EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM IS ATTACHED TO THIS NOTE. 

1. FOR MORE THAN FIVE YEARS THE PERIODIC DROUGHT WHICH 

HAD HABITUALLY STRUCK THE SUDANO-SAHELIAN REGION OF AFRICA 
HAS BEEN WORSENING AND IN 1972-1973 IT HAS ASSUMED 
CATASTROPHIC PROPORTIONS IN THE SIX FOLLOWING COUNTRIES: 

CHAND, MALI, MAURITANIA, THE NIGER, SENEGAL AND THE UPPER VOLTA. 

2. A MINISTERIAL MEETING AT THE LEVEL OF THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
WAS HELD AT OUAGADOUGOU (UPPER VOLTA) ON 26-27 MARCH 1973 

AND IT WAS DECIDED. INTER ALIA, TO APPEAL TO FRIENDLY COUNTRIES 
AND TO INTERNATIONAL BODIES TO ASSIST IN THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OF THE OBIECTIVES SET BY THE SIX COUNTRIES. 

3. ALSO, A PERMANENT INTER-STATE COMMITTEE WAS SET UP TO CO- 
ORDINATE THE MEASURES TO BE TAKEN TO COMBAT THE DROUGHT AT 
THE SUBREGIONAL LEVEL. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO THE APPEAL OF THE SIX COUNTRIES, VARIOUS 
FORMS OF AID- 

BILATERAL, FROM THE UNITED NATIONS AND FROM PRIVATE SOURCES- 
WERE RECEIVED, BUT THE NEEDS ARE STILL ENORMOUS. 

5. THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, IN ITS RESOLUTION 1759 
(LIV) OF 18 MAY 1973, CALLED UPON THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO ORGANIZE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM, "THE NECESSARY ASSISTANCE ACTION IN ORDER TO 
RESPOND TO THE REQUESTS OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THIS REGION 
WITH REGARD TO THEIR MEDIUM-TERM AND LONG-TERM NEEDS". 

6. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ACCORDINGLY CONVENED A MEETING 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM AT GENEVA ON 28-29 JUNE 1973, THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF WHICH (E/5374) WERE ADOPTED BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
IN ITS RESOLUTION 1797(LV) ON 11 JULY 1973. 

7. IN THAT RESOLUTION THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL REQUESTED 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO INVITE ALL UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS 
AND PROGRAMMES CONCERNED TO DEVOTE AS LARGE AS POSSIBLE A PART 
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OF THEIR FINANCIAL. TECHNICAL AND OTHER RESOURCES, IN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF THEIR TERMS OF REFERENCE AND IN CO-OPERATION 
WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, TO MEETING THE MEDIUM-AND 
LONG-TERM REQUIREMENTS FOR ASSISTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENTS 
OF THE AFFECTED COUNTRIES IN THE SUDANO-SAHELIAN REGION, 

AND TO TAKE SUCH ACTION AS SOON AS THEY RECEIVED THE REQUEST. 

8. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHOULD THUS CONSIDER THIS MATTER AS 
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A SEPARATE ITEM OF ITS AGENDA IN ORDER TO FIND WAYS AND MEANS 
OF ENABLING THE UNITED NATIONS TO PARTICIPATE FULLY AND TO 
THE EXTENT OF ITS POSSIBILITIES IN THE EFFORTS ALREADY UNDERTAKEN 
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY THE DROUGHT. 

9. FOR THIS REASON THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
COUNTRIES CONCERNED HAVE, ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS, TAKEN THE INITIATIVE IN REQUESTING THE INCLUSION 
IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE TWENTY-EIGHT SESSION OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AN ITEM ENTITLED "AID TO THE SUDANO- 
SAHELIAN POPULATIONS THREATENED WITH FAMINE”. 
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